
Acts 1:12   Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount 

called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey 

away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room 

upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, 

and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 

James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son 

ofa James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to 

prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the 

mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26    In those days Peter stood up among the 

believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred 

twenty persons) and said, 16 “Friends, the scripture had to be 

fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 

concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 

Jesus— 17 for he was numbered among us and was allotted his 

share in this ministry.”  18 (Now this man acquired a field with 

the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong, he burst 

open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19 This 

became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that the 

field was called in their language Hakeldama, that is, Field of 

Blood.) 

20 “For it is written in the book of Psalms, 

 ‘Let his homestead become desolate, 

  and let there be no one to live in it’;  

and  ‘Let another take his position of overseer.’ 
21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the 

time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning 

from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 

from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his 

resurrection.” 23 So they proposed two, Joseph called 

Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24 

Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. 

Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the 

place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 

aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, 

and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 

apostles. 

 

1John 5:9 If we receive human testimony, the testimony of 

God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has 

testified to his Son. 10 Those who believe in the Son of God 

have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in 

Goda have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony 

that God has given concerning his Son. 11 And this is the 

testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 

Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son 

of God does not have life. 

 

Acts of the Apostles II: The Church Guided by the Spirit 
 

Right after Easter, we had looked at the Acts of the Apostles 

and noted how the early church was on a mission to share the 

good news of Jesus’ resurrection and to organize a new faith 

community around that message. The last three weeks we 

observed Ascension Sunday, Pentecost, and Trinity Sunday, 

three important feast days in the life of the Church. 

Now we will be back to the Acts of The Apostles for five 

Sundays, through July 4th. Our theme is: Acts of the Apostles 

II: the Church Guided by the Spirit. 
 

The passage for today deals with a challenge that the followers 

of Jesus face early on. It’s not exactly a crisis, it’s not a conflict 

or a controversy; but it is a dilemma that was brought on by the 

betrayal and subsequent death of Judas, one of the original 12 

disciples whom Jesus had chosen.   

In the opening verses of today’s passage, we have the names of 

the disciples who had returned to Jerusalem right after Jesus’ 

Ascension. Notice that there are 11 male names of those who 



are in the upper room (Acts 1:13), with the name of Judas 

Iscariot  missing.  No mention is made of any shock or sadness 

that some may have felt about Judas’ betrayal or his subsequent 

loss of life; what is mentioned is that something needs to be 

done to fill his position.  For Jesus’ choice of 12 disciples was 

deliberate and symbolic, evoking the 12 tribes of Israel even as 

he began to build up the new “Israel of God” (Galatians 6:16). 

Hence the resolve by his followers to make sure that there 

would be 12 again: 12 main disciples, 12 key apostles, 12 

leaders of the Jesus movement whom everyone would know 

and could turn to. 

To move forward with the plan and fill the slot left empty by 

Judas, Scripture is invoked.  The Wisdom of Salomon 4:19 

mentions a parallel to Judas’ death as described in Acts 1:18-

19; and Psalms 69:25 and Psalms 109:8 are lifted up for 

direction and guidance about the next steps: “let another take 

his position.” So a plan of succession emerges among the 

disciples: it makes sense, it is based on Scripture, it is a sound 

and wise thing to do. 

What is a bit ironic is that the spokesperson for this proposal is 

Simon Peter, who himself had denied Jesus and denied his own 

discipleship during the hours of Jesus’ arrest and torture. But 

Peter is back after bitter tears and repentance and forgiveness; 

he is back to strengthen the 120 or so followers of Jesus by 

suggesting this search for an new, a 12th leader. 
 

Let’s consider new leadership: How do we go about selecting 

new leaders for our congregations? Think about how we hand 

over leadership on a regular basis and nominate new deacons 

and elders at each of our annual meetings. And we have certain 

selection criteria for identifying new leaders for our churches. 

For Presbyterians, such requirements are laid down in our 

Book of Order, and other denomination will have their own set 

of rules and criteria. 

The same is true for the early church: Peter lays out in his 

speech the selection criteria for this position of 12th apostle. 

He emphasizes the need for someone who has largely the same 

background as the other disciples; and who has a similar 

experience of Jesus’ ministry, death, and resurrection as the 

eleven. In other words, Peter is really advocating for a disciple 

just like us. There can be something positive about looking for 

leaders with a similar background and shared experiences: it 

can mean greater unity in terms of the mission and goal of the 

church, and it can strengthen the faith community 

But there is also the problem of not even considering an entire 

group of Jesus’s disciples. Notice at the beginning of today’s 

passage, where it is mentioned that among the followers of 

Jesus there were “certain women, including Mary the mother 

of Jesus” (Acts 1:14). In the gospel according to Luke, there is 

a longer list of women “Mary, called Magdalene, … and 

Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and 

many others, who provided for them out of their resources.” 

(Luke 8:2-3) So women are part of the Jesus movement, and 

women were among Jesus’ followers while he was active in 

Galilee, and they helped to fund his ministry. 

Yet in the search for a 12th leader, selecting a woman is not an 

option in the early church.  Only men are considered, there is 

no gender diversity, and no diversity of experience. This is a 

blind spot in the early church, and it will remain this way for a 

long time. And it shows us that the early church, and the 

church in every age, can be limited by its context, and can be 

defined and confined by the culture within which it emerges.  
 

Given this situation, a question for us today would be: when we 

look for new leaders for our congregations and churches, 

whom do we leave out of our consideration, without even 

noticing it; whom do we overlook?  Do we always strive for 

similarity of experience and sameness of background? Or do 



we realize that diversity can be a good thing, that it can make 

our churches stronger and more compassionate, and that it will 

allow us to define the mission of our congregations in a 

broader way?  
 

Yet even when the church is confined by human expectations 

and limitations, the Holy Spirit shows the way forward! In our 

story, a lot is cast, prayerfully and in the firm belief that the 

Spirit will guide the proceedings; and the lot falls on Matthias.  

He will now join the eleven in their mission, namely to witness 

to Jesus: witness to his words and actions during his earthly 

life, witness to his death and resurrection, and witness to his 

ascension and the promise that he will come again at the end of 

the ages.   

This is actually something we still do every time we pray the 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving before we share the Lord’s 

Supper, which we will do in a little while; we will say “Christ 

has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.”  With that 

prayer, we witness and testify (and in Greek that is one and the 

same word, martyria) to God’s power and love in Jesus Christ, 

to Christ’s grace and kindness towards all, and to the Spirit’s 

justice and truth. With that prayer, we also acknowledge that 

we seek to follow the law of the Lord and the way of the Lord, 

as was expressed so beautifully in Psalm 1, our Call to 

Worship. And with that prayers we affirm our deep faith that 

“God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son” (1 John 

5:9).   

Thanks be to God for the grace, love, witness, and guidance of 

the church and all its members in this and every age! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1John 5:13   I write these things to you who believe in the 

name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have 

eternal life. 

John 17:6   “I have made your name known to those whom 

you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave 

them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know 

that everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words 

that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 

received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 

they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their 

behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 

those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine 

are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 

them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 

the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them 

in your name thata you have given me, so that they may be one, 

as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them in 

your name thata you have given me. I guarded them, and not 

one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost,b so that 

the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, 

and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my 

joy made complete in themselves.a  14 I have given them your 

word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong 

to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not 

asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to 

protect them from the evil one.a  16 They do not belong to the 

world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17 Sanctify them in 

the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me into the 

world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes 

I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


