
Is. 25:6     On this mountain the LORD of hosts will 
make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged 
wines strained clear. 
7  And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
  he will swallow up death forever. 
8 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away 
from all the earth, 
  for the LORD has spoken. 
9  It will be said on that day, 
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so 
that he might save us. 
  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
 
Mark 16:1   When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so 
that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first 
day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 
3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they 
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 
already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw 
a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; 
and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be 
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 
place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he 

is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as 
he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for 
trembling and amazement (Greek: ekstasis) had seized them; 
and they said nothing to anyone, for they continued to be 
afraid. 
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By the time the three women arrive at the tomb of Jesus, they 
have been through a lot. Scripture tells us that Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome used to 
follow Jesus and provided for him when he was in Galilee 
(Mark 15:41); so these three women were followers of Jesus 
and supporters of his ministry, and they had evidently come 
with him all the way to Jerusalem.  They would have probably 
been part of the group that was with Jesus when he entered 
Jerusalem; they may have heard him preach in the temple; they 
may even have been part of the Passover celebration in that 
upper room. They certainly were at the foot of the cross when 
Jesus died (Mark 15:40), and they saw where Joseph of 
Arimathea laid his body to rest (Mark 15:47). 
And then came the Sabbath night and the Sabbath day, and 
when the next day began at sundown, Marry Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome were able to buy spices to 
anoint Jesus body. Then they waited through another night and 
made their way to Jesus’ tomb early in the morning of the first 
day of the new week.   
 

Imagine those 48 hours that these women had just lived 
through.  They would have been bewildered when they heard 
Jesus talk at the Passover meal about certain disciples 
betraying him and denying him; they would have been shocked 
at Jesus’ arrest; they would have been anguished about Jesus’ 
treatment at the hands of the Roman occupying forces;  they 



would have been afraid for their own safety. And they would 
have been devastated by Jesus’ crucifixion and so grieved by 
his death. As we know even in our own time, justice, or rather 
injustice, can be meted out all-too-quickly, and it can utterly 
destroy someone’s life, it can destroy a family’s hopes, it can 
destroy a community’s dreams for the future. 
 

And so the three women arrive at the tomb of Jesus, with all 
their emotions, all their grief and heartache, longing to do right 
by Jesus by anointing his body for burial.  To their surprise, 
they find the large stone that had closed the entrance rolled 
away. And when they go into this open tomb, they find it 
occupied by a young man, sitting at the right side and dressed 
in a white robe, and that young man speaks to them and tells 
them some astounding, amazing, alarming news: Jesus has 
been raised, he is not here (Mark 16:6), Jesus is no longer 
dead, and he is no longer in the tomb. Instead, Jesus is going 
ahead of the disciples and Peter to Galilee; there they will see 
him, just as he had told them (Mark 8:31, 9:9, 9:31, 10:34).  
When the women see and hear what is being conveyed to them, 
trembling and ecstasy overcomes them, they flee from the tomb 
and say nothing to anyone, for they continue to be afraid. — 
End of gospel. 
 

How can Mark’s gospel begin with the good news of Jesus 
Christ, the son of God, and end with three women fleeing in 
fear from an open tomb? To be sure, the endings that are 
printed in all of our Bibles, the short ending and the long 
ending of Mark, are later Scribal additions; pretty much all 
scholars agree on that.   
So why are the women afraid, so much so that they keep silent 
about the astounding things they have just seen and heard?  I 
think the answer lies in the core statement by that young man 
in white on the right side, he has been raised; in Greek, it is 

just one word: egerthe.  The verb is in the passive form and 
without an actor being named; and everywhere in Scripture, 
that Divine Passive implies that the author of an action is God.  
The women would have realized quickly the presence of the 
Divine in that tomb. They might also have remembered the 
prophecy from Isaiah 25, about what God can do and will do 
with the sheet that is cast over all people, the burial shroud that 
is spread over all nations: namely that God will destroy that 
sheet, that shroud and will swallow up death forever (Is 25:7). 
Did that those insights spark some joy in the women, or were 
they so overcome by other emotions that they only fled and 
kept silent? 
 

What is the effect of the women’s silence on us?  I think it 
invites us to comment and raise questions: Is this really the end 
of the gospel? When did the women stop running and being 
afraid? When did they speak about what they had experienced?  
How was their witness received, did anyone believe them?  Did 
the women go to Galilee, did the other disciples go to Galilee?  
Did they see Jesus there or experience his presence with them? 
Our questions and comments make it clear that, while the 
gospel according to Mark may have ended, the story of the 
resurrection and of new life in Christ is just beginning; and we 
have become part of that resurrection story. 
 

So this Easter morning, the question to us is: what are we 
bringing to the tomb of Jesus? Like the three women, we have 
been through a lot: we have lived through 13 months of Covid-
19, here and across the world; we were shocked by the death of 
George Floyd and by what we are now witnessing during the 
trial of the police officer who choked the life out of him; we 
have seen an attack on our nation’s capital and people killed 
during that insurrection, and another attack in the same area 
just two days ago. Many of us have been through a lot in our 



personal lives, with our own struggles and hardships this past 
year, with our own losses and sorrows.  All of this we  
bring with us to the tomb of Jesus this Easter morning. 
 

And as we ask questions about the end of Mark’s gospel, that 
gospel asks questions of us: With all that is going on in our 
lives, are we able to hear the words of that young man in the 
tomb, he has been raised?  Is Jesus’ resurrection good news for 
us, or will we hide from it in fear and confusion?  Will we 
speak up and share this amazing message with others or will 
we be silent?  Will we go to the Galilee of our lives, the 
ordinary places where we live, work, and have our families, 
where we face our struggles and our joy — and will we believe 
that in those settings, in Tomales, Two Rock and Petaluma, in 
Rohnert Park, Sebastopol, and Santa Rosa, we will encounter 
Jesus, the risen Lord? 
 
Easter is about the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ by the 
power and grace of God, and we celebrate that with great 
amazement and thanksgiving. 
Easter is also about new life in Christ for all creation, and our 
task is to share in building up this new creation through our 
discipleship and our service in the world. Let us do that with 
enthusiasm and joy. 
Happy Easter to all of you! 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


